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The University rf Dayton News Release 
UD RESEARCHER WHO CO-INVENTED JET ENGINE 
TO BE HONORED IN GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DAYTON, Ohio, July 27, 1989--A one-day national celebration to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the world's first jet-propelled flight is expected to draw 
hundreds of aviation experts, historians and buffs to Dayton, "the birthplace of 
aviation," on August 23. 
Presentations by the jet engine's co-inventors--Hans von Ohain, a senior research 
engineer in the University of Dayton Research Institute, and Sir Frank Whittle, a 
retired British Royal Air Force officer--will headline a "Celebration of the Golden 
Anniversary of Jet-Powered Flight" symposium at the Holiday Inn near the Dayton Mall. 
The symposium, sponsored by the Dayton-Cincinnati Section of the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, will include presentations on how the jet 
engine was invented in England and Germany, how the technology was "transported" to 
the United States, how today's jet engines developed and a view of the next 50 years, 
including the development of hypersonic transport. Presenters will include early 
German engine designers, aviation pioneers and top-level executives from GE Aircraft 
Engines, Pratt and Whitney, Rockwell International and Rolls Royce, Inc. 
"This is a once-in-a-lifetime event," said Dale Whitford, program chairman and 
director of UDRI's aerospace mechanics research program. "It's geared to anyone 
interested in aviation history and technology." 
Although Whittle received a patent in 1932 for a turbojet, the jet age officially 
began at dawn on August 27, 1939, at Marienehe Airfield near Warnemude, Germany, when 
von Ohain's gas turbine engine propelled the world's first jet flight. 
Registration for the symposium and banquet is $65 for AIAA members and $75 for 
non-members. For forms and information, call Kathy Reineke at (513) 229-4235. 
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